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Summary of Paper Two years ago, a Panorama programme provided a shocking 

illustration of the vulnerability of people in hospitals like Winterbourne 
View.  As a result the Department of Health has set up a programme for 
change and through this the Government has given a mandate to the 
NHS Commissioning Board which states that: 
 
 “The NHS Commissioning Board’s objective is to ensure that CCGs 
work with local authorities to ensure that vulnerable people, particularly 
those with learning disabilities and autism, receive safe, appropriate, 
high quality care. The presumption should always be that services are 
local and that people remain in their communities; we expect to see a 
substantial reduction in reliance on inpatient care for these groups of 
people.”   
 
In summary, this means:  
• all current placements will be reviewed by 1 June 2013, and 

everyone inappropriately in hospital will move to community-based 
support as quickly as possible, and no later than 1 June 2014;  

• by April 2014 each area will have a locally agreed joint plan to 
ensure high quality care and support services for all children, young 
people and adults with learning disabilities or autism and mental 
health conditions or behaviour described as challenging, in line with 
the model of good care 
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Recommendations/
Next Steps 

The Board is requested to note the update on the National 
Improvement Programme, and to receive a report once the local 
stocktake has been completed. 
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WINTERBOURNE VIEW STOCKTAKE 
 
1. Background 
 
Winterbourne View was a really important service failure that has received significant 
national attention.  There is a National Improvement Programme being run jointly 
through a programme board run by NHS England and the LGA based on a 
concordat agreement.  There are 75 recommendations to unravel sequence and 
order. 
 
Key themes include; 
 

• Moving the money around the system effectively to provide appropriate 
support 

• Safeguarding people in less restrictive environments 
• Provider development and market management 
• Life course planning to improve transition planning  

 
A national stock take has been issued and Wirral is completing this as part of a 
national picture of what is required to get up to pace.  We currently have a group of 
officers working very hard to complete the Stock take and the Wirral response to 
Winterbourne. The group is made up of DASS, NHS, CWP and CYPD officers to 
ensure a consistent and cohesive approach. We are working through the measures 
and data tools to ensure a consistent understanding and approach to providing 
evidence, to share good practice and to consider if there are opportunities to work 
together more strategically on any aspect of the action plan and self-assessment 
with neighbouring authorities.  
 
In summary, the Stocktake is an essential step in the Winterbourne View 
Joint Improvement Programme established by NHS England and the LGA to 
coordinate the delivery of the commitments in the Winterbourne Concordat 
(December 2012) we will be participating fully in this and ensuring appropriate 
implementation of action plans on Wirral. 
 
 


